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Investigation of New Nursing Method for Japanese Black Cattle

Haruki Morioka, Saki Urasoko, Hiroto Suwa, Kunihito Sakashita and Kenji Kawabata

Summary

To enhance the labor efficiency in calf management and improve feed intake during milk feeding period, a trial was conducted

comparing a test group which experienced natural suckling (cohabitation with the dam) for 33 days and restrictedsuckling(separation

from the dam) for 23 days, with a control group that was fed a high-protein and low-fat milk artificially.

As a result, at 42 days of age (pre-weaning), the test group exhibited lower feed intake compared to the control group (P < 0.05),

and their body weight, chest and abdominal circumference were also smaller (P < 0.05). However, after 53 days of age, the test

group showed that rapid increase in feed intake, but no significant differences in feed intake or growth were observed between the

test group and the control group after 56 days of age.

Keyword : artificial suckling, Japanese black cattle, natural suckling, restrictedsuckling



