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Adaptability Test of Forage Crops to Improving Self-sufficiency Rate in Kagoshima Prefecture
Ryoko Uchimura, Shotaro Tanaka, Osamu Kajisa and Yutaka Machida

Summary

Beef cattle farmers and dairy farmers are facing extremely difficult business conditions due to the soaring prices of imported
roughage. Therefore,there has been an urgent need to select optimum grass varieties with excellent characteristics that can be
expected to improve profitability through stable production and use of self-sufficient roughage. We conducted a variety
comparison test of five varieties of forage sorghum, which is a main spring and summer crop in Kagoshima prefecture area.

As a result, 'Genki Sorugo' has excellent resistance to typhoon compared to 'Sudakkusu', which is a variety recommended in
our prefecture and 'Genki Sorugo' is suitable for use in a roll bale system because of it’s thin culm.

We investigated the characteristics of "Transvala' (grass species name:Digit grass) on Tokunoshima island, which is expected to
be an alternative crop instead of Rhodes grass, which is widely cultivated on south islands. As a result, dry matter yield of single
harvest was 339kg/10a, Crude Protein content was 9.0%, which was similar to the Rhodes grass.

Keywords : forage sorghum, Genki Sorugo, Rhodes grass, self-sufficient roughage, Transvala



