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“7 The Amami Islands have precious,
rich nature and were designated as a
National Park in 2017. Amami-Oshima

= Island and Tokunoshima Island are nom-

Okinoerabu Island
)

&
- inated to be inscribed on the World Her-

itage List along with the northern part
1 of Okinawa Island and Iriomote Island.

L D This booklet presents important infor-
mation for tourists, in order to preserve
nature of the Amami Islands forever.
Please respect nature and culture of
the Amami Islands and enjoy your trip.
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Requests from Amami's spirit, Kenmun

I'm Kenmun! I'm a spirit who has
been living in the Amami Islands Forests, rivers and the sea
since old times. of Amami are filled with

3 % ¥ animals and plants that you
People in the |sland"s treat rrle wut‘h Bt
awe and respect as "a guardian spir- But if you are too absorbed,

it of mountains" and we have been you might get lost.

living together in harmony.

Nature in the Amami Islands, where
| live, is rich and mysterious.

It is home to many rare animals and
plants such as famous Amami rabbit
which can only be seen here.
Please take your time to go around
the islands.

There are many local guides
who can take you to must-see
sights while respecting the
nature of Amami, so please
try to walk with them.

I'm always somewhere in the
nature of Amami. So open
your eyes and listen carefully
to find me. I'm always waiting
for you!

My requests to the visitors

Don't litter the mountains and the
sea, please take your litter with
you.

And never bring any animals and
plants from other places, because
they often harm native species of
the Amami Islands and take over
their habitats.

| | 4
About Kenmun

Kenmun is a spirit that is said to live in the boundaries of
Amami’s nature and people’s lives. It is said to be small like a
child, red-headed , its whole body is covered with hair, and has
extremely long arms and legs. There has always been a story
of witnessing him since old times. Folklores say that while he
loves sumo-wrestling and helps people, sometimes he makes
people get lost in the forests and takes out their eyes.




Northern Amami-Oshima Island

Gentle, beautiful coastlines can be seen from the center to the north-
ern part of Amami-Oshima Island. There are subtropical evergreen
broad-leaved forests, rivers with rare species, and coral reefs.
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6 Roads in the mountains are narrow.

Be careful not to run off the road.



